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Synopsis

Delightful color photographs and brief A-to-Z articles make this charming 64-page book the perfect
introduction to the unassuming beauty of Amish culture.Written by an Amish tour guide from Holmes
County, Ohioa "the largest Amish community in the worlda "this concise overview of Amish practices
and beliefs provides firsthand answers to visitors’ most frequently asked questions.Why the unique
clothing, buggies, and low-tech lifestyle?How have Amish communities changed over the years?Do
most Amish men still work on farms?How do dating and engagement work?What are Amish church
services like?With these slice-of-life images and first-person accounts, you’ll enjoy your own brief

retreat into the peace and serenity of the Plain lifestyle.
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Customer Reviews

Lester Beachy is a longtime member of a diverse Amish community in Ohio and for several years

has served as a tour guide for visitors from around the country.

Very enlightening & informative!

Very interesting!! And written in an easy style.

This book was gifted to me. It was written by an Amish tour guide in Holmes County, Pennsylvania.



It is a well illustrated book on Amish life. It shares the feelings the Amish have regarding various
topics that are important to them.Although not a long book, it shared values that | think everyone
can implement into their lives. Very nice and openly shared values that are basics to Christian

living.l felt a nice peaceful feeling browsing through the photos and reading this very nice book.

Let me begin with a disclaimer. | am not Amish, and there are certain areas of religious doctrine in
which | would have some major theological disagreements with the Amish. However, | still respect
and admire the Amish because | too understand from personal experience the cost involved and the
effort required in not being conformed to this world. Back in June of this year, my wife, younger son,
and | took a trip to northeast Ohio and visited the Amish and Mennonite Heritage Center in Berlin,
where | picked up this book. Our tour guide for the CenterA¢A A™s Behalt, a cyclorama showing
the history of the Anabaptist Movement, was the author of this book, Lester Beachy. Our Amish
Values, with its 64-pages of delightful, calendar-style color photographs and brief A-to-Z articles, is
a perfect introduction to the unassuming beauty of Amish culture, providing a concise overview of
Amish practices and firsthand answers to visitorsA¢A A™ most frequently asked questions.In the
Introduction, Beachy writes, A¢A AceUnfortunately, there is a lot of incorrect information in some
books that have been written about us. That is one reason for this book. | have covered a broad
field and hope | have done justice in representing the Amish.A¢A A For example, in explaining why
the Amish use buggies, he says, A¢A AceWe do not believe the automobile is wrong in

itselfA¢A Ait is the fast-paced lifestyle that we wish to avoid. By refraining from ownership of the
car, we endeavor to live a more slow-paced life.A¢A A« There are, of course, church-related beliefs
and practices with which many will disagree, such as the Amish interpretation of non-resistance and
the doctrine of inherited sin. However, in general the book is written in an easy style and will be very
interesting to anyone who wants to know more about the Amish.What do the Amish really believe?
Why do they live as they do, maintaining the unique clothing, use of buggies, and low-tech lifestyle?
How have Amish communities changed over the years? Do most Amish men still work on farms?
How do dating and engagement work? What are Amish church services like? Holmes County in
Ohio is the largest Amish community in the world. Beachy, brought up in the Amish Church, joined
the church as a youth by making the baptismal vows and being baptized and remains a longtime
member of northeast OhioA¢A A™s diverse Amish community. He has been married to his wife
Ruby for thirty-two years and has five daughters. This book, originally published privately, has

recently been republished as part of Harvest HouseA¢A A™s series on A¢A AcePlain Living.A¢A A.



| enjoyed this book. It’s a short book. | would have liked even more information but this gives you

the basics. | enjoyed it.
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